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PEOPLE, PASSION 
& PURPOSE



Welcome to Denton & the 9th annual 
Education Reach for Texans conference. 
As Mayor of Denton, it is my pleasure to 
personally welcome you to our city.  My 
interest in championing the needs of 
students in foster care dates back 
20 years when I first became a CASA 
volunteer.  This experience was person-
ally gratifying but also provided useful 
insights to understanding broad, complex 
issues facing these youth.  As a result, 
these issues are a priority on my agen-
da.  Through engaging the caring Denton              

community, local non-profit organizations and the City, we’ve been 
able to leverage resources to greatly expand our services to youth in 
need – in other words - to create Pathways to Success: People, Passion, 
Purpose. This conference theme is more relevant than ever.  I know 
how hard this work can be and applaud your efforts and commitment. 
Enjoy your visit.
Warm regards,

Welcome to Denton



Schedule at a Glance
12:30-1:30pm   Pre-Conference Registration Open
1:00-4:00pm   Preconference Workshop
1:00-5:00pm   Board Meeting
7:00-9:00pm   Board Dinner

      8:00-4:00pm General Registration Open
      9:00-9:30am Welcome
      9:30-10:30am Keynote: Rodney Walker
    10:30-10:45am Morning Break
    10:45-11:45am Alumni Panel
    11:45-1:15pm Lunch on your own
      1:15-2:05pm Breakout #1

      2:15-3:15pm Keynote: Angelique Day 
& Liliana Hernandez

      3:15-3:30pm Afternoon Break
      3:30-4:20pm Breakout #2
      4:30-5:20pm Breakout #3
      5:30-7:00pm Embassy Suites Happy Hour

DAY 2 • JUNE 2, 2018
        7:00-7:50am Yoga
        8:00-10:00am Registration Open
        9:00-9:50am Welcome/VP Panel
      10:00-11:00am Breakout #4
      11:00-11:15am Mid-Day Break  

      11:15-12:00pm Legislative & Children’s 
Commission Updates

      12:00-12:45pm Post Secondary Data Update
      12:45-1:00pm John Emmerson Award & Farewell

PRE-CONFERENCE • MAY 31, 2018

DAY 1 • JUNE 1, 2018



Education Reach 

for Texans 

President’s Message

Welcome to the 9th annual Education Reach for Texans Conference! Everyone attending 

this conference has one shared goal—to support the post-secondary education path for 

foster care youth and alumni. Education Reach for Texans is a 501c3 non-profit organiza-

tion that for over a decade has unified professionals in higher education, child welfare, and 

beyond to navigate and discuss issues affecting foster care alumni access to and persistence 

through higher education.

Our theme for 2018, Pathways to Success: People, Passion, & Purpose, specifically addresses 

why we are here, what we do, and how and why we do it. We grounded this theme in the lived 

experiences of the experts doing this work across the state. Networks and support matter to 

the people giving and receiving services in higher education. The energy and passion exerted 

in supporting alumni in higher education motivates and fuels our work. The purpose of our 

work is to get more foster youth into and successfully out of higher education in a path that is 

specific to them and their goals. We look forward to the knowledge that will be shared from 

our breakout sessions, keynote speakers and special guests.

I have been both honored and humbled to share over ten years of my life in service to foster 

care alumni in higher education. As of this December, my presidency comes to an end. One of 

the greatest joys of my life has been serving this organization and its mission. Although I am 

leaving the organization, the Reach board and I have worked very hard to sustain the energy 

and success of this organization moving forward. A great group of leaders will take over in 

December and help the organization grow. I feel confident in the expertise of the current 

board members I hope to intimately connect with the organization in the future.

Warmly, 

Sheila Bustillos
President & Co-Founder

Education Reach for Texans



Pre-Conference Events
Thursday • May 31, 2018

12:30-1:30pm

   1:00-4:00pm

1:00-5:00pm

6:00-8:00pm

Pre-Conference Registration Open

Pre-Conference Workshop Pioneer IV
Amy O’Keefe & Brenda Sweeten, LCSW

Board Meeting

Board Dinner

Conference Hashtag:
#ER4TConf18

Reach Facebook:
facebook.com/er4Texas

Reach Twitter:
twitter.com/ER4Texas



 Rodney Walker, a Chicago native, is the co-founder of MTL Education Inc., a speaker’s 

agency that travels both nationally and internationally, speaking at public schools, 

corporations, and conferences about the importance of character education, youth  

entrepreneurship, trauma informed mentorship, and corporate philanthropy for non-profit 

organizations aimed to uplift and support at-risk youth. In an effort to address the epidemic of 

violence and social failure among at-risk youth in Chicago, Walker has partnered with former 

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan to create a comprehensive employment pipeline 

program for disconnected youth across the city.

 Given the obstacles placed before him as a foster child, Rodney struggled academically and 

socially in school. In his early years of elementary school, he was placed in special education, 

repeated the fourth grade due to poor academic performance, and under performed with a 

sub-1.5 GPA in his  Freshman year of high school, but through trauma-informed mentorship he 

found ound is path. Today, he is an award-winning entrepreneur, and went on to graduate with 

degrees from Morehouse College and Yale University - all before the age of 25. 

  Rodney is the bestselling Author of the educational memoir titled “A New Day One: Trauma, Grace, and a Young Man’s Journey from 

Foster Care to Yale”, available on Amazon and in all major bookstores nationwide.  Walker is currently pursuing his Master’s in 

Education at Harvard University. This winter, he will be releasing his second book, titled “8 Traits of Resilience”.

Keynote Speakers

 Angelique Day received her PhD in interdisciplinary health science in 2011 from 

Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo. She earned an MSW from Michigan 

State University in 2005 and a BS summa cum laude in sociology/psychology from 

Central Michigan University.  Much of her research focuses on foster care youth, 

including examining the differences in college retention rates between foster care 

youth and other low-income first-generation college students, and examining 

“youth voice” and its impact on child welfare, education and health policy reform. 

 From 2011–2016, she was an assistant professor of social work at Wayne State 

University, where she taught both undergraduate and graduate classes. She’s been 

an evaluator, principal investigator or project coordinator on major studies funded 

by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services, W. K. Kellogg Foundation, and McGregor Fund, among 

others. Day has received many awards, including a year-long congressional 

 Liliana Hernandez is currently a member of the National Working Group 

on Foster Care and Education.  She is a child welfare program specialist with 

the Children’s Bureau at the Administration for Children and Families in 

Washington DC, and is vice president of the National Treasury Employees 

Union Chapter 250. 

 Her work focuses on Kinship Navigator Programs, Child Welfare Waiver 

Demonstration Projects and implementation of the Every Student 

Succeeds Act. In 2017, she published the article “Increasing College Access 

and Retention Rates of Youth in Foster Care: An Analysis of the Impact of 22 

State Tuition Waiver Programs.”  Her other articles include: Promoting Higher 

Education for Youth in Foster Care:  College Preparation and Campus Based 

Programs,” and Scholarships and Supports Available to Foster Care Alumni: A 

Study of 12 Programs Across the US. She enjoys traveling and lives with her 

husband in Silver Spring, Maryland.

Friday • June 1, 2018

fellowship in 2016–17. She was assigned to the office of Congressman Danny K. Davis where she helped develop child welfare and 

higher education legislative portfolios.



Schedule of Events

8:00-4:00pm

9:00-9:30am

9:30-10:30am

10:30-10:45am

10:45-11:45am

11:45-1:15pm

Registration Open

Welcome  Ballroom
Sheila Bustillos, President of  Reach
Mayor Chris Watts, Denton, Texas

Rodney Walker, Keynote  Ballroom

Morning Break 

Alumni Panel Ballroom

Lunch On Your Own

 Breakout Session #1 1:15-2:05pm

Adverse Childhood Experiences  Pioneer I
Richard Capodagli, M.Ed., LPC-S
The study demonstrates a direct correlation between adverse childhood experiences and 
the struggles that are then faced as adults. The better we understand how experiences 
affect children, the better we can assist in recovery.

The Resilient Student: Using a Coaching Model  Pioneer II
Sarah Matteson, LMSW & Felisha Burleson, MA
The presentation provides an alternative tool of coaching to empower students during the 
transition from foster care to student life. You will learn how you can be a strong resource 
for transitioning youth and young adults.

“C” What’s Happening Pioneer III
Jennifer Jones, M.Ed.
Come see how a regional community of educators, CPS personnel, and other key 
stakeholders came together to coordinate efforts to support academic success and 
provide appropriate social services for students in foster care.

A Convergence: Foster Care, Education, Homelessness Pioneer IV
Brett Merfish, J.D. & Gabriella McDonald, J.D.
An in-depth discussion of data, narratives, and policy solutions within “Young, Alone, and 
Homeless in the Lone Star State” focusing on education and foster care.



2:15-3:15pm

3:15-3:30pm

Keynote: Federal Legislation for          Ballroom
Alumni & Post Secondary Education
Dr. Angelique Day & Liliana Hernandez

Afternoon Break

 Breakout Session #2 
         

3:30-4:20pm
Support, Advocacy & Presence: Helping Achieve Education Goals        Pioneer I
Lakya Lewis & Holly Durham, LPC-S
TRAC partnered with Dallas ISD in 2017 to provide the Texas Workforce Commission pilot 
project to meet the educational needs of foster youth. You will learn about the program design 
and preliminary outcomes.

Transitional Living Services and Benefits for Foster Care Alumni       Pioneer II
Traci Baker, LMSW & Tom Ellison, LMSW
Information on education benefits, transitional living services, and possible funding. 
Discussion about the roles and responsibilities of the PAL Specialist and contract providers.

Traveling the ETV Pathway: Tips for Sure-footed Success Pioneer III
Brandi Purswell & Jennifer Conn
Learn about the Texas Education and Training Voucher (ETV) and other resources available to 
current and former foster students as they pursue post-secondary education.

Managing Relationships with Dean of Students, Judicial Affairs,       Pioneer IV
Greek Life, Housing, Athletics, Academic Affairs & More!
Jill Willis, PhD.; Brenda Faulkner, EdD.; Kelyn Green, BS & Morgan Scott, BS
Tarleton State University created DRIVEN, a program to support foster care alumni in 2017. 
DRIVEN offers individual counseling with a trauma informed counselor, study skills groups, 
and an embedded survivor advocate in the residential halls. 

Friday • June 1, 2018



Nothing About Us Without Us: Discovering What Foster Care Pioneer I
Alumni Want & Need from You
Brenda Sweeten, LCSW; Emily Williams; Maryssa Vasquez; Dellandra Adams
& LaThisa Soders with UNT PUSH
Foster Care Alumni will hold a town hall meeting to provide insight and discuss what they 
really want and need in regard to campus foster care alumni programs.

Innovative Programs Through on Campus Collaborations Pioneer II
Sarah Matteson, LMSW, Michelle Pagano & Elizabeth Macdonald, MS 
Learn about the programming efforts between the Texas Women’s University programs 
Frontiers, Outdoor Adventure, and Career Connections.  These programs offer the benefit 
of allowing students to safely try new things, practice important skills, and build their 
support systems while in school.

Tapping into Transition Centers Pioneer III
Madeline Reedy & Shannon Bowling
Partnering with the local transition center helps support youth as they work towards their 
educational goals.  Learn more about how Transition Centers provide crisis support, 
access to DFPS PAL services, and additional programming depending on the region.

Fostering Success: A Threefold Proactive Process Pioneer IV
Dr. Javier Flores, Gigi Scott & Casey Theiman
Developing Angelo State’s Fostering Ram Success program helped the school to become 
proactive in welcoming (former) foster care students to campus. Learn how, with the help 
of campus and community partners, ASU has been able to successfully navigate students 
through both the admissions process and transition to campus life.

Schedule of Events

Breakout Session #3      4:30-5:20pm



Saturday • June 2, 2018

7:00-7:50am

8:00-10:00am

9:00-10:00am

Social Emotional Trauma & it’s Devastating Impact on Education                                   Pioneer I
Rodney Walker
There’s a saying, “We are only as sick as our deepest secrets.”  This presentation explores 
how unmet social emotional trauma manifests itself in the classroom and school culture, and 
what educators can do to help students reconcile and ovecome personal afflictions from 
their past experiences.

Challenges & Rewards of Starting a Foster Care Program                                                  Pioneer II
in a Small College Setting
Diana Stiles, LPC
Navigating the first steps to start a foster care program can be challenging. Many liaisons 
face administrative obstacles, confusion about their role and lack of information. In this 
workshop you will learn about the Alvin Community College experience and connecting with 
the foster youth on campus as a new program.

Retention Through Relationships Pioneer III
Lauren Gage & Eriko Tyner
Explore ACC’s current FCA program, the case management structures including levels of 
need and risk factors used to support FCA students in higher education and the financial 
resources utilized for this program.

Collaborating with the Community Village: Engaging Resources                                  Pioneer IV
to Recruit & Support Foster Care Alumni
Dr. Keri Rogers & Brenda Sweeten, LCSW
Explore the importance of collaborating with community partners to increase the number of 
former foster youth attending and succeeding in higher education.

Yoga Event Lawn
Audrey Luhndal

Registration Open

Welcome/University VP Panel Ballroom

 Breakout Session #4          10:10-11:00am



Schedule of Events

11:00-11:15am

11:15-12:00pm

12:00-12:45pm

12:45-1:00pm

Mid-Day Break

Legislative Updates                                                 Ballroom
Debra Emerson, DFPS
Jamie Bernstein, Children’s Commission

Post Secondary Data Update                               Ballroom
Dr. Christine Norton, Texas State University
Dr. Monica Faulkner, University of  Texas

John Emerson Award & Farewell                     Ballroom
Sheila Bustillos, Reach President



THANK YOU!
to our 2018 Conference Sponsors

CONFERENCE EVENT MAP




